Needle-like crystal morphologies can cause problems during downstream unit processes assoicated with pharmaceutical and fine chemical product manufacture, due to their fragility under compaction, difficulties in filtering and tendency to block pipes.
Finally, the effect of addition of nitromethane to the ethanol solutions on the crystal morphology of α-pABA is presented. This demonstrates that through a careful choice of solvent, based on a molecular and kinetic understanding of the crystal surface can successfully modify a crystal morphology from solution.
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